
City of Pittsburgh Signs Illegal Anti-Gun Bills - FOAC Files Lawsuits Against the City 

The Mayor of Pittsburgh has signed the illegal ordinances and is officially an accomplice in the City's 
criminal enterprise in violating State preemption laws and the Constitutions of the USA and PA. He 
also did this behind closed doors, where anti-liberty groups were welcomed and concerned Law 
Abiding Citizens and Veterans were turned away.  I commend FOAC members Dave Haid, Val 
Finnell and others for trying to personally witness the signing of these illegal ordinances, even though 
they were prevented from attending. 

In the first action, Allegheny County Sportsmen’s League (“ACSL”) filed a contempt petition for 
numerous violations of a 1995 Court Order approving a Settlement Agreement between the City of 
Pittsburgh and ACSL, et al. The petition for contempt requests that the court fine and sanction the 
City of Pittsburgh, award attorney fees and costs, and hold the Mayor and Councilmembers severally 
and jointly liable for violating terms of a longstanding court order that required them to “abide by and 
adhere to Pennsylvania law.” As the City of Pittsburgh stipulated that the City’s Ordinance 30 of 1994 
was preempted by 18 Pa.C.S. § 6120, as it regulated the use, possession, and transfer of what the 
City classified as "assault weapons," ammunition and firearm accessories, ACSL contends that the 
City’s new gun control laws clearly and unequivocally violate the Settlement Agreement and Court 
Order. 

A second action, brought by Firearm Owners Against Crime, Firearms Policy Coalition, Firearms 
Policy Foundation, and several individuals, in a 94 page Complaint, seeks declaratory and injunctive 
relief against the City of Pittsburgh, Mayor Peduto and the individual City Councilmembers that voted 
in favor of the anti-gun enactments. The Complaint, spanning 16 counts, includes counts for 
numerous violations of everything from the Pennsylvania Constitution to the Crimes Code to failure to 
comply with the City Home Rule Charter and City Council Rules. 

It is unfortunate that City’s taxpayers will be burdened by the City’s elected officials believing it is 
acceptable - and even gloating - that they are violating the Pennsylvania Constitution and Crimes 
Code. It is also unfathomable that an administration that has labeled itself as transparent, precluded 
interested individuals, including two veterans, from attending the “public” signing ceremony while 
permitting anti-gun groups to attend; thereby attempting to suppress the First Amendment and Article 
1, Section 7 rights of those individuals who were denied admission solely on the basis that they were 
not members of CeaseFirePA or Moms Demand Action. 

IF these lies and actions are allowed to stand then every Pittsburgh citizen and 'anyone' who crosses 
the City of Pittsburgh boundary is at risk of prosecution and incarceration for violating these illegal 
ordinances.  Even more so, the video shows the intent is to see ALL communities work on local laws 
throughout Pennsylvania so IF you think this doesn't affect you then you need to listen to the 
statements of the Mayor and the groups they are working with. We will do everything in our power to 
protect our Constitution and the rights of ALL citizens to be free from government's unlawful acts and 
tyranny but NOW is the time to stand up and be counted! 


