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Have you witnessed a wildlife crime against big game (deer, turkey, bear and 
elk) or a species that is protected, endangered or threatened? Call Operation 
Game Thief's toll-free hotline, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a 
year to report wildlife violations: 1-888-PGC-8001 or fill out an Operation Game 
Thief Reporting Form online. 

Calls to the Operation Game Thief telephone number are always answered by a secure recording 
device. Although it is beneficial to provide your contact information in case wardens have follow-up 
questions, callers may remain confidential, however, those who wish to claim any monetary reward, 
must provide contact information. 

What crimes should I report?  Wildlife crimes affect us all, whether we are hunters, trappers, bird 
watchers or others who enjoy walking in the woods. The illegal shooting or taking of big game or 
protected, endangered or threatened species, or any crime against those species should be reported 
through Operation Game Thief. Other violations should be reported to the region office serving the 
county in which the violation is taking place as quickly as possible. 

 What information should I provide?  Please provide as many details as possible: 
 Description of WHAT YOU SAW and the SPECIES involved 
 DATE and TIME of occurrence 

 Location: COUNTY, TOWNSHIP, ADDRESS 

 Description of PERSON(S): height, weight, hair color, eye color, approximate age, tattoo or other 
distinguishing feature, clothing, sporting arm 

 VEHICLE Description: color, make, model, dents, decals, bumper stickers; license number and 
state; road/route; direction of travel 

 Your name and phone number (required to claim any monetary reward) and whether or not you 
choose to remain confidential 

Monetary Reward:   

If the suspected violation involves the killing of big game animals, or threatened or endangered 
species, an additional $500 penalty may be added to those convicted of committing the crime. This 
additional penalty may be added to fines levied upon those found guilty of Game and Wildlife Code 
violations. The $500 enhanced penalty goes into a special fund from which half the amount ($250) 
may be paid to the individual who provided the information that led to the conviction. The remainder 
will be used to offset the costs of Operation Game Thief. 

Spotlight on Poachers  

Did you change your phone number, email account, or address?  Please tell us so that we can 

communicate with you. 

http://www.irwinsportsmen.com
https://pgcdatacollection.pa.gov/operationgamethief
https://pgcdatacollection.pa.gov/operationgamethief
https://www.pgc.pa.gov/InformationResources/AboutUs/ContactInformation/Pages/default.aspx


 

 

ISA Activities 
 

 Action Pistol, 5PM, $3, 1st/3rd Thurs 
 Daisy BB Training - Classes are cancelled 

due to surgery, check web page. 

 Indoor Zombie Pistol Shoot, 1st/3rd Thu, 

5PM 

 Pistol Pin Shoot 5PM, $3, 2nd/4th Thu 
 Silhouette Shoot, 9AM, 1st Sat monthly 
 Officers Meeting, 7:00PM, Thur Feb 14th 
 Member Meeting, 7:30PM, Thur Feb 28th 
 All Times, No Dumping on Property 

 Musings from our President 

As I sit and pen this month’s musings, there is a gun 
rights demonstration in Pittsburgh (right in our back 
yard). You hear about these things but think oh it will 
never happen here – guess what folks, it’s here and 
getting closer and closer to the things that we hold 
dear to us – our constitutional rights. 

You may ask what the club could do – why can’t we 
as Irwin Sporstmen’s Association send money, etc. 

The answer to that is our tax classification prevents 
us from being politically involved as a club. 

But that doesn’t prevent us from educating those that 
are not informed about what this means to us and to 
our country’s future and to the next generation that 
follows.  

I am looking into some US Law Shield seminars that 
we can host for the members and will keep you 
informed of what may be available. 

I am also looking into other NRA instructor 
qualifications that may be available also and will keep 
you informed. 

Remember that the doors are always open – if you 
have ideas or concerns – contact a board or 
council member or better yet --- come to the 
officers meeting and present it to us. 

We are living in some very uncertain times and it 
can be very scary and unsettling out there.  Stay 
safe out there and best wishes for health, wealth 
and happiness. 

Joyce 

More Harm Than Good 
 

While feeding deer may enhance wildlife 
viewing, decades of research has clearly 
shown that supplemental feeding leads to 
increased disease risk, long  term habitat 
destruction, increased vehicle collisions, 
habituation to humans and alternation of other 
deer behavioral patterns and, ultimately, the 
demise of the value of deer and deer related 
recreation.  With CWD approaching our 
borders, the increased potential for disease 
transmission and outbreak is perhaps our 
greatest and most immediate concern, but 
habitat degradation, resulting in loss of wildlife 
diversity and abundance, and the introduction 
and invasion of exotic plants are 
consequences of feed that have been 
documented throughout North America and are 
a concern for Pennsylvania.  Supplement 
feeding diverts the attention, resources and 
efforts of wildlife management personnel away 
from more beneficial work; and studies 
universally reveal many disadvantages and few 
advantages to the practice. 

The Dead of Winter 
 
Winter mortality will never be eliminated.  It’s nature’s 
way of ensuring that only the strongest of the species 
survive to reproduce.  Winter survival is determined 
by the availability of high quality fall food (to ensure 
fat accumulation) and winter thermal cover (to 
conserve energy).  By late fall, deer (even captive  
deer) instinctively reduce their food intake and 
continue to do so through most of the winter.  During  



There is no need for anyone to 
work alone.  Please call one of 
the following so that they can 
assist and provide additional 
safety.  

Joe Curran 412-610-3692, 

Except Thurs 

Smokey Burdin 724-396-9627 
M-F  9-5 

Kevin Kennelty 724-640-0726  
Rich Boehm 724-953-4778 

ITEMS FOR SALE, FOUND, LOST OR WANTED 
 

RCBS Jr. Reloading Press, RCBS 44 Mag die set new in box, 
RCBS 30-06 die set new In Box, $100, call 724-689-5586  

 
Send info to ourisanews@gmail.com to list.  Items will be posted for 3 months 

unless renewed.   

The Dead of Winter (continued) 
 

That being said, any activity that causes increased 
energy demands can harm deer by compelling them to 
waster essential fast reserves.  Supplemental feeding 
can cause deer to expand more energy by coercing 
them to travel farther and more often, and can 
increase winter starvation by luring in more animals 
that the feed can support.  In one study, feeding was 
found to increase the winter death rate from 25 to 
42%.  Supplemental feeding also lowers the quality of 
the herd by enabling less fit individuals to avoid 
selective, natural winter culling.  High concentrations 
of wildlife at feeding sites also attract predators.   
Animals expending energy to avoid those predators 
burn fat reserves that would have otherwise enabled 
them to survive the winter. 

 

Hunting Seasons 

All Deer Archery Dec 26 - Jan 26  
 All Deer Flintlock  Dec 26 - Jan 12 

Bobwhite Quail, Pheasant, Rabbit, Squirrels Dec 26 - Feb 28  
Crow July 1 - April 14 Fri, Sat and Sun only No Limit 

Groundhogs No closed season except Sundays , no limit 
Starlings and English Sparrows No closed season except during 

deer season, , no limit 
Bobcat Jan 12 - Feb 6  

Foxes and Raccoons Oct 20 - Feb 16, no limit 
 Coyotes No closed season outside of big game seasons, no limit 

 Opossums, striped Skunks and Weasels No closed season except 
Sunday, no limit 

Porcupine  Sep 1 - Mar 30 season limit 10 
 

See other seasons for trapping and Falconry 
 

Note:  See official season limits and license requirements  

Medical Marijuana in PA 

If you are considering this for your aches and pains, check out this 

link or talk to Sam Petrill.  http://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/01/

medical_marijuana_patients_mus.html  

I.S.A. member Sean Sarge got 

this Deer with his muzzleloader.  

Check out all deer harvests on 

our web site Bragging page. 

The dead of Winter (continued) 
 
that time deer rely heavily on fat reserves 
and their ability to conserve energy, 
thereby making those reserves last longer.  
They travel less and seek protection in 
cover where snow is less deep, wind is 
less severe and temperatures are warmer.  
Winter energy conservation is especially 
important to fawns, which use a good 
portion of their fall foods to grow bone and 
muscle, not build up fat reserves.  If an 
animal’s fat reserves are used up before 
the end of winter, it is much more likely to 
die. 

 

http://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/01/medical_marijuana_patients_mus.html
http://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/01/medical_marijuana_patients_mus.html


“The only thing that stops a bad 

guy with a gun is a good guy with 

a gun.” 

Our Great Sponsors 
  

 

Buchanan’s Auto Repair and Sales, LLC, Bill 
Buchanan, 724-744-3055 

 
David L. Holloman Tree Service 

724-863-9082 
 

Fix’s Body Shop, Inc., Insurance, Collision 
Work, 724-863-9305 

 
Harper Electric, Tom Harper, 412-378-4757 

 
Howard Gasoline & Oil Co, Thomas Howard, 

724-864-5210 
 

Industrial Tractor Parts, Jim, Bev or Jon,       
724-424-1200 

 
KC Express Vending, Ken Carasia,  

724-527-5233 
 

Lenhart’s Service Center, Nick Lenhart, 724-
863-4000 

 
Manor Grille, Derek Gutkowski,                         

724-861-3404 
 

Norwin Rental & Outdoor Power Equipment, 
724-864-1150 

 
Pete’s Firearms, 724-515-5417 

 
Varine-Slavin Insurance, Niles Slavin, Agent, 

724-527-2802 
 

RE/MAX Realty Access, George/Dana 
Kendall, 724-864-2200x20 

 
Revolation Arms, Charles Laughery, 724-527-

2045 
 

Scott Electric, Chuck Konkus, 412-389-9181 
 

Westmoreland Equipment, Rental Sales & 
Service 724-744-3130 

 
Varine-Slavin Insurance, Eric Slavin, Agent, 

724-527-2802 
 

All Vehicle Service, Shawn Mason,               
724-863-6424 

 
Bell-View, Lee-Thompson-Fawcett Co,  

Robert Fawcett, 724-523-5406 

*****  2019 ISA OFFICERS  ***** 
PRESIDENT  JOYCE LICHTENFELS 724-863-6940 
VICE PRESIDENT  KEVIN KENNELTY  724-640-0726 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY SMOKEY BURDIN  724-396-9627 
RECORDING SECRETARY DAN NAVE  724-863-1392 
TREASURER  MICHAEL SERLO  724-523-3748 

*****  2019 ISA COUNCIL ***** 

*****  2019 ISA Contact Persons  ***** 

JOE CURRAN (21)                  412-610-3692 

JON GILMORE (21)                        724-864-8572 

LAUREN WEST (21)  724-244-9053 

AL CEOL (20)      724 396 7010 

JIM FISHER (20)                      724-863-3764 

RICH WEAVER (20)  412-638-3063 

JOHN RUFFNER (19) 724-744-2514 

ED GOLLINGER (19) 724-864-0687  

LARRY LICHTENFELS(19) 724-863-6940 

RICH LINDH(19) 412-817-4074 

RON COINER (21)               724-396-4971 

ACTION PISTOL Vince Benkovich 724-744-4437 

ARCHERY John Reed 724-864-2488 

COUNTY LEAGUE Samuel Petrill 
Smokey Burdin 
Kevin Kennelty 

724-523-9216 
724-863-7365 
724-640-0726 

JR RIFLE TEAM Paul Angelicchio 724-864-2026 

KITCHEN  Lauren West 724-244-9053 

LUCKY BB SHOOT Al Ceol 724-396-7010 

MEN’S PISTOL/SELF DEFENSE Larry Lichtenfels 724-863-6940 

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE Ron Coiner 724-396-4971 

NRA Smokey Burdin 724-863-7365 

PISTOL PINS Mike McCauley 724-527-3055 

PISTOL SILHOUETTE Ed Onder 724-989-6595 

RIFLE John Ruffner 724-744-2514 

TRAP SHOOT Lauren West 724-244-9053 

WOMEN’S LEAGUE Joyce Lichtenfels 724-863-6940 

YOUTH DAISY BB COURSES Ken Guidas 724-864-7318 

Want to stop drunk drivers from killing 

sober drivers? 

************** 

Ban sober drivers from driving. 

That’s how gun control works. 


