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Pin shooting has been held at Irwin Sportsmen’s Association for at
least 15 and maybe as many as 20 years. Mike McCauley and
Rich Weaver have championed the shoot more recently.
The shoot is held each second and fourth Thursday of the month at
5 PM starting April 13, 2017 and continuing until September 28,
2017. The shoot is open to members and nonmembers, so invite
your friends to join you. The rules are simple and the cost is only
$3.00 each shooter.
The shoot is held on the pistol range and hand guns only with
calibers from .22 to .50 included. Bring your hand gun, eye and ear
protection and your own ammo when you come.
Mike McCauley explained the shoot as friendly competition. He puts 5 ten pins on a
table and the participant has 5 shots each round. If the ten pin is struck and is
knocked off the table, 2 points are awarded. If the ten pin is struck and is knocked
on its side, 1 point is awarded for each one. If firing a .22 caliber and the ten pin is
struck and is knocked on its side or off the table, 2 points are awarded. So for each
round the maximum score is 10 (5 pins times 2 points per pin).
Each round is comprised of up to 3 shooters, 3 tables and 5 ten
pins each. The shoot is continued with another group of shooters
after the pins are reset and ready to go again. Several rounds are
cycled. At the end, the highest point total gets a that-a-boy or thata-girl as appropriate.
Attendance has been from 6 to 8 shooters, and there is plenty room
for more. Plenty of experience exists to answer questions and to
assist shooters to do better. This is a good shoot to get the
experience and hand gun training to better be prepared for
defensive actions.
If you have further questions, call Mike McCauley at 724-527-3055
or Rich Weaver at 412-610-2388. Sorry, but Rich got away before I
was ready for a photo of the two of them.

New Members

Hunting Seasons Still Open
Squirrel
Rabbit
Pheasant
Porcupine
Woodchuck
Crow
Turkey
Coyotes

Welcome to you all and may you
find our facility and fellowship to
your liking.
Brian Cope
Tom Harper
Matthew Lovre

McKeesport
Greensburg
Jeannette

Contact Smokey Burdin (724-8637365) for raffle tickets that helps
support the Junior Rifle Club we
sponsor. Selling or buying 10 tickets
equals one work party.

For Sale
Rassi Wizard Rifle, Single Shot,
.243 Win, 23” Barrel, Fiber Optic/
Adjustable, Scope, Wood Stock,
New Condition. Call Ron Watkoski
at 724-523-3325 for questions or to
discuss sale.
Diana 54 Air King Rifle, Side Lever
One Stroke, .22 Caliber, Adjustable
Open sights, Scope, Wood Stock,
Good Condition. Call Ron
Watkoski at 724-523-3325 for
questions or to discuss sale.
Traditions .50 Caliber Muzzle
Loader, Bolt Action, Inline, 209
ignition, Black Synthetic Stock,
Blued Barrel, Fixed Scope, Sling,
$150. Contact Jamie after 4 PM at
724-396-7350.
At each membership meeting
we offer 50/50 tickets for
sale. If you don’t play, you
cannot win. Come to our
membership meetings and
buy one or more of our 50/50
chance tickets. This weeks
winnings were $43.

til February 28
til February 28
til Feruary 28
March 31
No Closed Season
til April 9
April 29-May 31
No Closed Season

PGC looking to focus fight against CWD

Harrisburg — Extended archery hunting. A removal of antler restrictions.
Unlimited bonus tags. Sharpshooters. All of those things could be coming
to Disease Management Area 2, the one place in Pennsylvania where
chronic wasting disease has been found – and continues to be found – in
wild, free-ranging deer. Already this year, five additional deer have tested
positive for the disease, and additional testing remains to be completed.
The larger question – at least geographically – is what will Disease
Management Area 2 look like? That was the subject of much discussion
when Game Commissioners held a work group session in Harrisburg on
Dec. 5. In its current form, Disease Management Area 2 takes in parts of
five wildlife management units: all of 4A and parts of 2C, 2E, 4D and 4B.
That’s somewhat hard to handle, said Brad Myers, director of the
commission’s southcentral region office.
What he and others there and in the agency’s Harrisburg headquarters
would like to do is expand unit 4A to encompass all of the disease area and
then some, enough ground on the fringes to catch “fliers,” or CWD-sick deer
that wander. The entire unit could then be managed as the disease
management area, Myers said.
The commission could take such steps as opening archery season earlier
there, doing away with antler restrictions, going to two weeks of concurrent
buck and doe hunting or perhaps even allowing hunters to shoot deer in
bear season.
“If we’re serious about eradicating CWD from Pennsylvania, we need to
take a no-holds-barred approach,” Myers said. Executive Director Matt
Hough echoed that sentiment. Wasting disease, he said, is unprecedented
in terms of its potential impact. “There’s no more serious threat in the last
50 years in the commonwealth. It’s an issue we’ve got to get under control,”
Hough said. Commissioners seemed to agree with that at their meeting.
They didn’t unanimously get behind the idea of reshaping the management
units and aggressively targeting deer within the new 4A, however.
Commissioner Tim Layton, of Somerset County, said he supports the move,
at least for the most part. He’s not sure the new 4A would need to go as far
west as proposed.
The mountains of the Laurel Highlands seem a natural barrier that’s kept
CWD-positive deer from going that direction, he said. That should be
factored in, he suggested.
(go to red box, page 3)

At each membership meeting
we draw a member name, and if
present, the member receives
the current value of our pot. $55
was won, so it starts back at $25
next meeting. It will increase by
$5 for each drawing that is not
won.

Activities
YOU NEED FISHING LICENSE NOW!
Feb 4 - NRA Banquet Stratigos
Feb 9 - Officers Meeting
Feb 23 - Membership Meeting
NRA Phase II at 6 PM
Pin Shoot starts 4/13 - second and forth
Thursdays each month
April 7 - 7:30 PM setup for course
April 8 - Hunter Safety Course

Making sense of piscatorial senses: sight, sound,
smell, and taste by Terry Tuma
Attend one of my seminars during the hard water season, and
you’ll hear me emphasize the need for
controlling odors and noise. Combined with
the appearance of our presentation, these
are arguably the most important keys to
any productive presentation.
For starters, I can’t overstate the importance of managing odors
while we’re fishing. Rough fish and game fish alike sense odors in
a way that we humans, with our relatively poor ability to smell,
can’t begin to understand. Use this knowledge to your
advantage by providing scents that fish associate with natural
prey while managing the unnatural odors that repel fish!
Anything remotely unnatural to our better judgment and
remedial senses – like gasoline, tobacco, exhaust fumes, even
highly processed food – will alert and/or discourage fish from
approaching our bait and lures. Fish have a keen sense of smell,
and they won’t take (or hold) your bait if it doesn’t pass the
smell test. I use one pair of gloves for preparing to fish in winter
and one pair for my actual fishing.
Sights and sounds stimulate the most important senses in almost
all creatures: vision and hearing. Tempting walleyes and other
gamefish with strong or sometimes subtle auditory or visual
stimuli will prompt bites, even with neutral or – no kidding –
negative fish. Once they recognize the stimuli, in my experience,
increasing the pulse or action will arouse even more interest in
the species you’re pursuing.
Remember that sound travels faster underwater than through
air, and it travels even faster in the denser, colder water of
winter. Work that in your favor with rattle and vibrating lures,
but prevent it from becoming a negative factor by keeping noise
to a minimum above the ice.
Expect the ice and water to amplify even small sounds
underwater, so avoid slamming skimmers on the ice, and map
out and drill your ice holes in one clean, efficient round.
Sight, sound, scent all lead to the final test for a fish considering
your offering: taste. If the end of your line feels wrong or
delivers an unfavorable taste, sportfish will blow out or
otherwise expel lures in fractions of a second.
Tests and high-speed photography work with crappies has
shown they can taste, recognize, and reject unsatisfactory bait or
lures in less than half a second. If you’re using plastics or other
artificials, be prepared for fast hooksets!
Good luck out there during this midwinter period!

Somebody just back of you while you are fishing is as
bad as someone looking over your shoulder while you
write a letter to your girl. ~Ernest Hemingway

But otherwise, he said he’s long advocated turning the
disease management area into its own wildlife
management unit. It lies within his district, he said. He
“doesn’t want to be the guy” who didn’t do enough and
allowed wasting disease to spread, he said. “We need to
be proactive,” Layton said.
Commissioner Jim Daley, of Butler County, agreed. His
first reaction to hearing the proposal was to be opposed,
he said. Constantly tweaking wildlife management unit
boundaries is not something the commission should be
doing, he said. And this impacts five units at once.
But the commission, he said, treats special regulation
areas differently than other units across the state because
of their unique circumstances. This is another example of
that, of where such an approach is needed, he added.
“To me, it makes a lot of sense,” Daley said. Commission
President Brian Hoover, of Delaware County, was not as
convinced.
There are 11 townships, in Blair and Bedford counties,
where the majority of CWD-positive deer have been
found, he said. He’s all for targeting deer in that “core,”
which accounts for a few hundred square miles.
He’s not as keen on treating all of a bigger, more
expansive unit 4A that would encompass thousands of
square miles the same way.
“I think hunters are going to revolt,” Hoover said. “It’s a
balancing act, I get it. But politically it’s a nightmare.”
He predicted what will result if the commission goes that
way. “I can hear what’s coming. Hunters are going to say
it’s another PGC conspiracy to eliminate the deer,” Hoover
said.
Wayne Laroche, director of the commission’s Bureau of
Wildlife Management, said he’s already attended 18
meetings with sportsmen and others to explain what the
commission hopes to accomplish. Others are in the works,
he added. And he admitted that it’s important the
commission get the public behind it. That’s why the
agency is looking into doing a public survey, aimed largely
at figuring out what control measures the public finds
acceptable. “If we don’t get support, in the long run, we’re
doomed,” he said. But the commission needs to do
something to try and control if not eradicate wasting
disease, he said. That might mean, he added, balancing
the complaints of a few against the urgency to act.
He
remains
committed,
meanwhile,
to
using
sharpshooters to try and remove entire family groups of
deer this winter.
His goal is to harvest deer in at least one location – at
night, over bait – perhaps in March. That’s how Illinois
wildlife officials have successfully kept CWD from
spreading in their state, he said.
In months past, that was the only approach he wanted to
removing deer. The commission is looking now, though, to
use hunters to a larger degree.
Myers said one idea under consideration is, if all of 4A
becomes a disease management area, to go to “bonus”
tags. Hunters who shoot a deer in of the 11 “core”
townships for CWD would be required to bring it to a
check station to be tested. For every deer they brought in,
though, they could get a tag to kill another, Myers said.
There would be no limit.
Other options are being considered……..end
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City of Jeannette, Richard Jocobelli,
724-527-4000 x28

Contact: ourISAnews@gmail.com
724-863-8707 724-396-4971

RE/MAX Realty Access, George/Dana
Kendall, 724-864-2200x20
All Vehicle Service, Shawn Mason,
724-863-6424
Bell-View, Lee-Thompson-Fawcett Co,
Robert Fawcett, 724-523-5406
Buchanan’s Auto Repair and Sales, LLC, Bill
Buchanan, 724-744-3055
K.C. Express Vending, Kenn Carasia,
724-527-5233

PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
Norwin Rental & Outdoor Power Equipment,
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
724-864-1150
RECORDING SECRETARY
Revolation Arms, Charles Laughery, 724-527- TREASURER
2045
Robert Sandrick Excavating, Grading,
Ditching, Bob, 724-863-5221
Fix’s Body Shop, Inc., Insurance, Collision
Work, 724-863-9305
Manor Grille, Derek Gutkowski,
724-861-3404
Varine-Slavin Insurance, Eric Slavin, Agent,
724-527-2802
PA Group Fitness, Jason Serbanjak,
724-261-7171
Westmoreland Equipment, Rental Sales/Serv
724-744-3130

Industrial Tractor Parts, Jim, Bev or Jon,
724-424-1200

724-864-2488
724-527-1629
724-523-9216
724-863-7365
724-523-3748

ISA 2017 Council Members
AL CEOL (17)
724-744-3693
JOE CURRAN (18)
724-217-2069
JIM FISHER (17)
724-863-3764
JON GILMORE (18)
724-864-8572
ED GOLLINGER (19)
724-864-0687
JOHN JANITOR ( 18)
412-638-3063
JOYCE LICHTENFELS(19) 724-863-6940
LARRY LICHTENFELS(19) 724-863-6940
DAVE MARSHALL (18)
724-527-5226
MIKE McCAULEY (19)
724-527-3055
DAN NAVE (18)
724-863-1392
JOHN RUFFNER (19)
724-744-2514
RICH LINDH(19)
412-817-4074
ANDY VALENTINE (18)
724-454-1847
LAUREN WEST (18)
724-244-9053

David L. Holloman Tree Service
724-863-9082
Howard Gasoline & Oil Co, Thomas Howard,
724-864-5210

ISA 2017 Officers
JOHN REED
KEVIN KENNELTY
SAMUEL PETRILL
SMOKEY BURDIN
MICHAEL SERLO

COUNTY LEAGUE

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE
ARCHERY
PISTOL ACTION
PISTOL PINS
PISTOL SILHOUETTE
RIFLE
WOMEN’S LEAGUE
KITCHEN
NRA

ISA 2017 Responsibilities
SAMUEL PETRILL
SMOKEY BURDIN
KEVIN KENNELTY
RON COINER
JOHN REED
VINCE BENKOVICH
MIKE McCAULEY
ED ONDER
JOHN RUFFNER
JOYCE LICHTENFELS
LAUREN WEST
SMOKEY BURDIN

724-523-9216
724-863-7365
724-493-9565
724-863-8707
724-864-2488
724-744-4437
724-527-3055
724-989-6595
724-744-2514
724-863-6940
724-244-9053
724-863-7365

